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Government Cannot Change the Heart

Civil government has an important work to do. It can punish evil, reward good,
protect the weak, preserve order, and safeguard human liberty. But there is one
thing government cannot do: it cannot change the human heart.

The psalmist warns, “Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no
salvation” (Psalm 146:3). Governments can change laws and leaders can change
policies, but neither can make sinful people righteous before God.

Israel demonstrates this clearly. God gave them good laws—*just ordinances and
true laws, good statutes and commandments” (Nehemiah 9:13—14). Yet those
good laws did not prevent Israel from rebelling against God. Nehemiah continues,
“But they became disobedient and rebelled against You” (9:26). The problem was
never that God's law was inadequate. The problem was the hearts of the people.
This is why the greatest need of any society is not merely better legislation. It is
the gospel. Through Christ, God does what government cannot do: He saves
sinners and makes them new creations (Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Corinthians 5:17).
The gospel changes what a person loves, believes, desires, and chooses.

This also explains why laws work best among people who possess moral
convictions and exercise self-control. “Against such things there is no

law” (Galatians 5:23). Civil government does not have to restrain every evil when
people have learned to restrain themselves.

Therefore, Christians should care about government and participate responsibly
as citizens. But we must never confuse political victory with spiritual
transformation. We do not change a nation merely by changing its laws. We
change people through the gospel, one person at a time. That is why Christ's
command remains: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew
28:19).

- Freddie Klein

AM -Decisions of the Faithful - Acts 16:3-5
Children’s Bible Time: Front of Auditorium at 5PM
PM -Singing

Read the Bible in 1 Year:

Sunday - Isaiah 23-25, Philippians 1; Monday - Isaiah 26-27, Philippians 2;
Tuesday - Isaiah 28-29, Philippians 3; Wednesday - Isaiah 30-31, Philippians 4;
Thursday - Isaiah 32-33, Colossians 1; Friday - Isaiah 34-36, Colossians 2;
Saturday - Isaiah 37-38, Colossians 3
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PRAYER LIST and ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER LIST

Please for pray Julie Cottrell and her
family, in the passing of mother.

Pray for David and Kate Tripp,
friends of the Ferrie family. They have
lost both parents in the last year.

Continue to Remember:

Ralph Hogg, Dave Sweeney, Bill &
Wilma Davis, Jim Duty, Joanne
Hallford, Beverly Jenkins,Tina Kelso,
Richard King, Janice Martin, John &
Melba Sims, Jimmy Smithson, Bobbie
Wilhoite, Bert Woodroof, Mickey
Petty, Kyle Labore, Margret Douglass,
Meagan Luczak, Katy Wall and Billie
Rutledge

Our Shut-ins: Patricia Marsh

Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the Cottrell

family in the passing of Julie's mother,
Joanne Hallford. A Graveside service was
held yesterday in Peachtree city, GA.

THOSE TO SERVE

TODAY - SUNDAY AM

Ushers: Steve Ellis, Joe Burns

Song Leader: Cy Warren
Reader and Opening Prayer: Randy Hunt
Scripture: Acts 16:3-5
Preside at Lord’s Table: Jeff Rhodes
Serve the Lord’s Supper: Bryan Breeden, David Cost,

Mike Pope, Marshall Post

Closing Prayer: David Broome
Nursery Attendants:

TODAY-SUNDAYPM

Song Leader: Singing
Reader and Opening Prayer: Clint Oppermann
Scripture: Singing
Preside at Lord’s Table: Steve Ellis

Closing Prayer: Ryan Haedge

WEDNESDAY,OCTOBER 7,2026

Devotional Speaker: Dan Cottrell
Song Leader: Cy Warren
Opening Prayer: Jon Ferrie

Closing Prayer: Marshall Post

Marv Sowell
Blake McDaniel

Sound for 10/4 Week:
Projector for 10/4 Week:

Please check our announcement board for
thank-you notes and local events.

VISITORS: Please fill out a card from

the back of the pew in front of you and place it

in the collection plate so we may have a record
of your attendance.

THE RECORD
Last Sunday (9/27/2026)
Morning Worship: 130
Sunday School: 91
Contribution Last Sunday: $15,616.00
Contribution YTD: $417,328.00
Contribution Goal YTD: $409,500.00

Online Giving Instructions

Online:
https://donate.stripe.com/60EcQKgAla0HczS000
App:

Lightpost App

Scan to donate

PREPARE COMMUNION - OCTOBER
Warren Family

COLLECT COMMUNION CUPS - OCTOBER
Ferrie Family

BUILDING LOCK-UP - OCTOBER

Deacons

MONTHLY ELDER CHAIRMAN - OCTOBER
Clint Oppermann
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING EVENTS

Please contactthe church office to schedule anevent.
office@southernhills.net

UPCOMINGEVENTS

Oct. 9 - KFC family outing to
Nash Family Creamery

Oct. 11 - SOS MESH, Area wide
at Sandy Hook Church of Christ
Oct. 24 - Fall Festival, Trunk-or-
Treat

Trunk-or-Treat

Please join Southern Hills Church of Christ for a fun-
filled afternoon and evening! Trunk or Treat will begin at
4:00 PM, followed by a costume parade, prizes, festival
games, crafts, dinner, and more! We'd love for you to be
part of making this event a success! A sign-up sheet is

available in the foyer for anyone who would like to
volunteer. There are plenty of ways to help, so please
consider signing up! We can’t wait to enjoy a fun
evening together!

PTP365 Subscription

Southern Hills has a PTP365 subscription avaible to
our members! To recieve the church's login
information, please contact the church office.

Adult Bible Classes

Sunday
Auditorium: The Gospel of John - Dan Cottrell

Fellowship Hall: A Shepherd For Broken Sheep
Like Me - Daniel Winkler

Wednesday
Auditorium: 1 Corinthians - Dan Cottrell

Fellowship Hall: Christian Ethics - Freddie Klein

Franktown

A sign-up sheet for Franktown is available in the
foyer. We invite you to consider signing up for
this meaningful opportunity to serve our
community.

MISSIONS MEMO...

The Ferguson Family « Chimala Mission ¢
Tanzania

Greetings from the Chimala Mission, Tanzania!
As | mentioned last month, we’ve kicked off
numerous projects recently. While many are
already complete, a long list remains—to be
expected in a work of this scale, where
departments are constantly planning and
executing improvements. On another
encouraging note, we recently reconnected with
the 19 students who were baptized earlier this
month. The school administration kindly allowed
us to meet

with them on campus, even providing a
classroom for morning worship.

The students invited their friends, bringing our
attendance to nearly 30 that Sunday. Lord
willing, during our next visit, we plan to give each
of them a new Bible—a resource so easy to take
for granted. We pray these young people
continue striving to serve the Lord throughout
their lives.

We thank God daily for the ongoing work here at
the Chimala Mission. | find it increasingly true
that the joys of mission work often appear in the
most unexpected places. While we may
occasionally over-dramatize the experience, the
reality of our opportunity remains clear. We are
blessed to work with amazing people every day,
yet many have never heard the Gospel or have
only heard a distorted version of it.

When we consider these needs, let us strive to
live out the Great Commission daily—to be the
hands and feet of Jesus, a reflection of His
character, and His mouthpiece when given the
opportunity. As followers of Christ, let us allow
nothing to take priority over sharing the Gospel.
As always, may God continue to bless you, your
families, and your congregations. We can't wait
for all the new adventures the upcoming months
will bring!

Thank you, Southern Hills, for your support!
Nathan, Kristi, Eden, Emmy, Rowan & Ava
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UPCOMING EVENTS

" SOUTHERN HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST

Oct 7 - Huddle Devo 11th-12th
grade

Oct 11- Area Wide Devo at
Sandy Hook Church of Christ
The bus will leave the church
building at 4:00 pm and meet at
4:10-4:15 at Food Lion in Spring
Hill.

Oct 24 - Fall Fest & Trunk-or-
Treat

Oct 28 - Service Project for
TCH

Oct. 9 - Outing to Nash
Family Creamery

Oct 24 - Fall Fest &
Trunk-or-Treat

Oct 28 - Service
Project for TCH

TIMES@SERVICES

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP - 9 AM
BIBLE CLASS -10 AM

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - 5 PM

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE - 6 PM
Classes for all ages

Southern Hills Church of Christ
2508 Goose Creek Bypass
Franklin, TN 37064






