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The Source and Authority of Biblical Ethics

Every ethical system rests on a foundation. Before we can ask how we should live, we
must first ask where moral standards come from and why they carry authority. Scripture
gives a clear and consistent answer: biblical ethics flow from the unchanging moral
character of God.

God’s goodness, holiness, justice, love, and truth are not external rules He obeys; they
are intrinsic to who He is (Psalm 119:68; Isaiah 6:3; 1 John 1:5; 4:8). When Scripture
declares something to be “good,” it reflects God’s approval of what aligns with His own
character (Genesis 1:31; 1 Timothy 1:11). His commands are not arbitrary or culturally
conditioned but are expressions of His eternal nature (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17).
Because God is the Creator of all things, His moral authority extends to all people. Paul
reminded the Athenians that God “made the world and everything in it” and is therefore
“Lord of heaven and earth” (Acts 17:24-28). Moral accountability does not begin with
belief; it begins with creation. Even those who deny God remain subject to His moral
order (Romans 1:18-20; 2:14-15).

This answers the common question: Why should God's standards apply to everyone?
Scripture teaches that moral truth is grounded not in human opinion, emotion, or cultural
consensus, but in God Himself. Human instincts may describe what is, but only God can
authoritatively declare what ought to be (Proverbs 14:12; Jeremiah 10:23).

The Bible also affirms universal accountability. Peter speaks of unbelievers who mock
faithful Christians, yet warns that they “will give account to Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead” (1 Peter 4:4-5; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Romans 14:12).

Christian ethics, then, is not about inventing morality, but submitting to it—living in
harmony with the God whose character defines what is truly good.

- Freddie Klein

AM - The God Who Speaks - Psalm 19:7-9
Children’s Bible Time: Front of auditorium at 4:45
PM - Two Paths - Proverbs 2:1-5

Read the Bible in 1 Year:

Sunday - Micah 4-5, Revelation 12 Monday - Micah 6-7, Revelation 13
Tuesday - Nahum 1-3, Revelation 14 Wednesday - Hab. 1-3,
Revelation 15 Thursday - Zeph. 1-3, Revelation 16 Friday - Hag.
1-2 , Revelation 17 Saturday - Zech. 1-4, Revelation 18
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PRAYER LIST and ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER LIST

THOSE TO SERVE

Ralph Hogg is at home. Please keep both Ralph
and Mary Nell in your prayers as he recovers

Dave Sweeney is at home and doing well.

Laura Weathers, Sabrena Sowell’s friend, is
recovering from pneumonia. She is at home and
doing better.

Continue to Remember: Jerry Breeden, Bill & Wilma
Davis, Barbara Dees, Jim Duty, David Elliott, Lester
Elliott, Joanne Hallford, Kathy Hinson, Ralph Hogg,
Beverly Jenkins, Barbara Jones, Herb Jones, Tina
Kelso, Rebecca Jones Kent, Richard King, Gail
Krech, Jimmy Lincoln, Betsy Lucas, Joseph Lucas,
Lillian Lynch, Janice Martin, Janice Maynard, William
Morrison, Mickey Petty, Kendall Redmond, Holly
Richardson, Bryant Rimmer, Clinton Robnolte, Matt
Shelton, John & Melba Sims, Jimmy Smithson, Dave
Sweeney, Mike Vice, Laura Weathers, Tony White,
Bobbie Wilhoite, Diane Winkler, Holly Winkler

Our Shut-ins: Patricia Marsh, Lois Pratt

Thank You
Dear Southern Hills,
Thank You so much for the beautiful
floral arvangement for Shavon's
funeral. They added so much to the
service and wade o very sad thme
bearable.
Thank you, Frank Welborn & family

TODAY - SUNDAY

Steve Ellis and Jon Ferri
David Broome

Ushers:
Song Leader:

Reader and Opening Prayer: Jeff Rhodes
Scripture: Psalm 19:7-9
Preside at Lord’s Table: Jon Ferrie

Serve the Lord’s Supper: Joe Burns,Trey Burns,
Blake McDaniel, Marshall Post

Closing Prayer: Daniel Winkler

Rachel Haedge
Sharon Broome

Nursery Attendants:

TODAY’S EVENING SERVICE

David Broome
David Cost

Kyle Richardson
Blake McDaniel

Song Leader:

Opening Prayer:

P.M. Preside Lord’s Supper:
Closing Prayer:

WEDNESDAY, December 24, 2025

Freddie Klein
Singing

Matt Lyndoe
Clint Oppermann

Devotional Speaker:
Song Leader:
Opening Prayer:
Closing Prayer:

Sound for 12/21 Week:
Projector 12/21 Week:

Marv Sowell
Noah Oppermann

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY

Michael Richardson will be leading a mission trip to
Port Antonio, Jamaica, January 30 - February 7. See
Kyle Richardson if you are interested in joining.

VISITORS: Please fill out a card from the back of the
pew in front of you and place it in the collection plate
so we may have a record of your attendance.

THE RECORD

Last Sunday (12/14/2025)

Morning Worship 126
Sunday School 98
Evening Worship ‘NC
Wednesday Night (12/17/2025) 74
Contribution Last Sunday: $17,817.00
Contribution YTD: $671,963.17
Contribution Goal YTD: $696,000.00

PREPARE COMMUNION - DECEMBER

Online Giving Instructions

Give Online:
https://donate.stripe.com/60EcQKgAla0HczS000
By App:

Lightpost App

Scan to donate

Beth Lincoln
COLLECT COMMUNION CUPS - DECEMBER

Susan McMillan & Sissi Osborne
BUILDING LOCK-UP - DECEMBER

Jon Ferrie & Ryan Haedge
MONTHLY ELDER CHAIRMAN - DECEMBER

John Cottrell
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING EVENTS

Please contact the church office to schedule an event.
southemhillscofc@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Church Wide
December 24th - Devotional Service, 6 pm

December 31st - New Years Eve Party at
Broomes, 7:15 pm

Church office will be closed Dec 25th and 26th

LADS TO LEADERS

If you have any questions about activities or need
information, please contact David or Sharon
Broome or Beth Lincoln.

The deadline for activity and room preferences is
Dec 30th.

Eastern Time Zone New Year's Party

The Broomes will be hosting a New Year's Eve
party at their home Wednesday 12/31 immediately
following Wednesday evening Bible study.
Everyone is invited. The party will begin at 7:15
and end at 11:00, with fireworks at 10:00. Please
bring your favorite party snack or

dessert to share. Hope to see you there!

SHARE GROUP

The Share group is invited by the youth group to
the Valentines Banquet on February 7th.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

On Wednesday, December 24th, we will have a
devotional service at 6 pm in the auditorium.

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

On Sunday, December 28th, we will have a special year-
end contribution. We will use the amount given above our
weekly budget for benevolent and mission efforts.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Christmas cards have been sorted and are
available for pick up in the foyer.

MISSIONS MEMO...

Colin and Lisa Graham ® Bangor,
Northern Ireland

Greetings from Northern Ireland! | hope all of you
are doing well by the grace of God.Where would we
be without Him? Fall is coming to an end, and the
cold nights are coming in. Whether it is the green of
summer or the colours of fall, Ireland is a wonderful
example of God’s creativity.

In past reports, | have mentioned my nephew,
Matthew, whom | baptized on June 14th,

2024. He was 35 years old. He was a hemophiliac.
On the 18th of June this year,

several of us found him dead in his apartment. |
buried him about a week later at a large

funeral gathering of those who knew and loved him.
He was a beautiful soul, and |

hope, by God’s grace, to see him again one day.
As a result of Matthew’s passing, his dad has come
back to the Lord. While this is a

very difficult time for them as a family, it is great to
see that Robert has responded to it

by getting closer to God. Please pray for him.

On Wednesday evenings, | am teaching the epistles
of John. We are in 1 John 3 at the

moment. First John was written to combat
Gnosticism, which was and is a serious

threat to the church. While it doesn’t wear that name
anymore, several of the ideas of

Gnosticism are still present today.

In this letter, John writes to inform and protect his
“children” so that they, and we, will not

be led astray by this “wind of doctrine.” It is a
blessing to be able to study the Word of

God for life and action today. Good things are
happening in Northern Ireland by God'’s

blessing and your kindness.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support.
They really mean so much to us.

May God richly bless you all at Southern Hills!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 21st - Christmas Lights Viewing

Following evening worship

February 7th - Valentines Banquet

February 20th-22nd - CYC

Please contact Cy if you are interested in

going!

UPCOMING EVENTS

January - Details coming soon!

Lads to Leaders Info:

If you have questions about activities or need
information, please contact David or Sharon
Broome or Beth Lincoln.

Please remember we must have participant's
activity choices by Dec. 30, 2025. We can
tweak but not drop or add after Jan. 5" without
a significant fee increase.

We have rooms for Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday. We need to know room preferences
by Dec. 30" 2025 as we could lose rooms.

TIMES@SERVICES

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP - 9 AM
BIBLE CLASS -10 AM

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP - 5 PM

WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE - 6 PM
Classes for all Ages

Southern Hills Church of Christ
2508 Goose Creek Bypass
Franklin, TN 37064

Address Correction Requested






